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MARRIAGE INFORMATION SHEET

1. Marriages may be solemnized between one man and one woman at the discretion of the Chaplain, provided at least one is Christian, and documentary evidence is produced indicating that both parties are legally free to marry. At least one of the parties to be married must have a valid Residence Permit issued in Abu Dhabi only. (Not any other Emirate).
2. Those who have been married and divorced more than once, cannot be married at St Andrew’s Church. 
3. Documents needed for each partner are:

a) Sight of both original Passports.
b) Photocopy of picture page and residence permit / visa.

c) Written evidence that each is single and free to marry – this may be as follows: 
If not previously married, a letter or affidavit from your Embassy. In case your country does not have an embassy here, a Statutory Declaration witnessed by a solicitor in Abu Dhabi is required. A proforma is available from the office.  

NB: 
Filipinos – Letter of Legal Capacity to Marry is mandatory. This letter is issued at the Philippines Embassy, in Abu Dhabi. 
Chinese, Germans, South Africans need to get this document from their Country of origin. 
Other nationalities need to get a Statutory Declaration from their respective embassy. 

If previously married, then copy of the Divorce Certificate (not by Sharia Law) or Death Certificate of deceased spouse must be provided.
4. The Chaplain is registered as an Official, recognized by the Ministry of Justice for the solemnizing of marriages. The following procedure must follow the ceremony in Church to ensure correct acceptance in Abu Dhabi. 

St Andrew’s office will arrange to get the signed copy of the Marriage Certificate 
accredited by: The Ministry of Justice, & The Ministry of Foreign Affairs .
The foregoing procedures validate the marriage for the UAE & most countries in 
the world. 

It is then, the responsibility of the couple to take it to their respective Embassy or 
Embassies for counter stamping & signature.
The British embassy stamp is no longer required on marriage certificates for use in the UAE. The British embassy no longer issues individual letters to assist with residence visa applications for non-British wives. Please see the standard letter which should be printed in English and Arabic and presented to Immigration.
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/279436/Information_note__sponsorship_.pdf
5. The Priest will meet the couple for marriage preparation. Marriage preparation is by appointment only. Please contact the church office to make an appointment.
6. You will need two witnesses, to witness the marriage and sign the certificate. 

7. Flowers and other suitable wedding decorations may be arranged in Church; videos, audio recording and photographs may be taken discretely. 
8. Weddings are normally conducted on Sunday & Thursdays. The date and time should be discussed with the Priest who, with the staff at St Andrew’s Centre, will make your wedding a joyful and meaningful experience. 
The official Church/Chapel fee is AED2100 including 5% VAT.  
Weddings may be conducted on Saturdays, provided a priest is available. 
The fee for Saturdays is AED2415 including 5% VAT. 
9. Please note we DO NOT conduct weddings on a Friday, as the church is not free.
10. If you are already married and would like a Service of Blessing for your marriage, either at St Andrew’s Church or outside the church premises ie at a hotel or club (with written approval from the hotel/club), the fee is AED1050 including VAT. 
(Please note no official certificate of marriage is issued in this case.)
11. A CD of appropriate wedding music, provided by the church, is played at the entrance of the bride, during the signing of the marriage certificate and at the departure of the bridal group. Alternatively you may provide your own music (CD/Ipod). This must be tested on our sound system a few days before the wedding.  
All documents and fees must be submitted to the office at least ONE WEEK before scheduled date of marriage.
Rev. Canon Andrew Thompson MBE
Chaplain
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